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"The article, SPAIN: GENIUS, FAITH, GLORY, is reprin-
ted with permission from.THE INTERNATIONAL REVIEW of the
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CORPORATION, volume.
V, number 1,% : o
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We give the following details about its author also
taken from the same numbsr of the above mentioned period-
lcal, S . o

The article on Spain, which appears in this issue
is the eighteenth in a series of historical essays wriéten
for the International Review by one of.1its editors, Murray
« Kirkwood, Mr. Kirkwood's personal history is as varied
as that of the countries about which he writes.. He holds
degrees from 4 colleges and: universities, including Oxford,
which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar from 1934 to. 1937,
He circled the globe in 1937, then taught government for a
while at Harvard University. He is an experienced mount-
aineer and skier. ' Pearl Harbour found him mining gold in
Alaska, He joined the Fourth Infantry as a private, and
rose to the rank of major in the lst SSF (a parachute com-
mando unit) within 20 1/2 months, - He received his majority
during the Aleutian campaign of 1943, After a perlod of
hospitalization, he served for a time as Director of Battle
Courses at Camp Croft before his discharge for permanent
dlsability in 1944, Accepted by the Department of State. -
for the post of "country expert," he resigned the apﬁﬁint-
ment in order to join I, T, & T. in the summer of 1944, He
1s married to the violinist, Viviane Bertolami, ‘

* * *



The proud destiny of Spain has been to contribute:
vitally to three wgrlds and "to discover, colonize and ceivilize
a fourth, To the classical world of the Roman Empire, Spainin
gave great menj to the oriental world of Moslem and Jew, Spa
gave great inspirationy to the rise of Christian civilizatio?
in Western Europe, Spain gave great leaders and institutions
and, to the New World of the Americas, which Spain discogere ’

she gave her all, .

Some of Rome's best empa;orsdweie'Spaniar%gé;

n, Hadrlan, Marcus Aurelius, and Theodosius among .

g;:gisﬂ also we;e the leaders of science and letters during

Rome's Age of Silver - the two Senecas, Quintilian, Lucan,
Martial, Pomponius Mela, and Columella. ‘

The Mosiems-achieVed intSpain th: figeggegéowar-
T their culture in art, architecture, music, le ’
%ggtgry rhilosophy, and science. ~ Much the.same can be said
of the Jews, who flourished in Spain as they had not elsewhere
since the dispersion. :

’ ‘Spaln was the first nation of modern Europe to
achieve unificagion. The result was a splendid sarizs °f“A i
crpative efforts {hattset ghq s{{%g forangem&gggrgen u;ge see |
) intellect, arty, po es ves o
sty of the Chusah. whish vas definibively fixed in this sposh :
by the Spaniard Lovola and the Council of Trent which he :p §
ually dominated; the style of polities, to which the wagz egs-
e oartiy opirli ot the'Beporis) gavea stons that lastod 111
tly spirit o e Escorial ga :
EEZ gg:gregs gr Vlienna and, in essential points, till beygn%aint-
Bismarkj the architecture of the Baroque}-the great age o'all
ing; ceremonial and the polite soclaty o rﬁ:t cities --
these (reflected the pre-eminence of Spain).

*Splenger, Oswald: "Decline of the West," Volume 1, page 148,
(English edition).
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. . The climax of this creative outburst took place
in the Americas, where a new world was discovered, explored,
colonized, civilized, and ruled in greater part by Spain be-
tween 1492 and 1824, Colonial competitors soon invented and
rut about a Black Legend of Spanish eruelty and incompetence"
which, in some quarters, may still be heard, But the plain
fact is that not one of Spain's eritics did so well as she.
The Spanish colonial system had the faults of its day; but it
also had more virtues than any other, both in theory and in .
practice. That is why the original inhabitants of the Amerifis
in appreciable numbers only survived in areas ruled by Spain;
and why the Spanish American. colonial empire, founded over a
century earlier than the British, remained loyal nearly half a
century later, ‘

What is the nature of this Spain, whose influence
upon the world has been so great?

The land itself is the most difficult in Europe,
Its average altitude (2,000 feet) axceeds that of every other
European country except Switzerland «- which stands upon the
shoulders of its nelghbors, whereas Spain rises directly from
the sea,. Some: of Europe's highest mountains are in Spain,
where they stand like guards at the borders, barring entry from
the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, France,iané Portugal. More-
over, the central plateau is cross-hatehed by yet other mount-
ains, so that travel by land is hampered even there. Finally,
although Stain is one of Europe's largest countries (194,947
square miles), more than two-thirds of its area is either arid
or semiarid, and much of what remains 1s too mountainous for .
cultivation, Evidently, Spain was designed. to encourage tenac-
ity, resourcefulness, individualism, and indeperdence among 1ts
inhabitants, :

Who the first inhabitants of Spain were, and
whence they came, are questions still discussed. - But no one
questions thelr artistic genius. Twenty thousand years ago,
Spaniards were decorating the walls of their mountain caves
with marvelous colored ralntings which, for realism and tech-
nique, were unrivalled by contemporaries anywhere in the world,
The i&entity'orAthis glfted people was lost among invaders who

over-ran the greater part of Spain before the historic era,

But it may be true, as some allege, that rresent-day Basque
mountaineers in the western Pyrenees, ‘speaking a language un-
like any other known, waintain a relative purity a remnant of
the ancient racial sbock which, with more or less admixture, is
basic to all Spaniards. The theory, if proved, would arfor&
additional insight into the best-known trait of Spanish cpam.
acter: stubborn individualism, a quality for which the Basque
is renowned, even in Spain, . :

The first Eistorical avidence of outside contact
with Spain concerns FPhoenician merchants who may have traded
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ish ‘ y 1lth cenﬁury
3 Spanish coast as early as the
%1ogg tggeiguggiggipgl colgnﬁ waslag Ga%ggéyfagtzgcggg izliggig
cean Fillars of Hercules. oday, v
ggeggd?:yoggdtgganiards claim for it the longest unbroken con
tinuity of name and history in Europe. .

: : ; ; important Fhoenician
Except for Gades, no really impor
ttlement appeggspto have exiéhed anywhere in Spai? agogggt
S? : only ﬁrading:posts where Phoenician,merc?an i outd ts
gr?gg-gheir wares by sea, and gxchangzotgigsgoyfrggaWhQCh uets
fish, wool, and espar Ta; ,
Soce ;:dgg?re§ﬁ1§i;rébably’explains why tbe Phoanician culture
exerted so-little influence upon that of Spain,

3, who began to
t was different with the Greeks, w
found settlemegts :long the Spanishnﬂiﬁétzgiﬁgizg c%iii: %gr
‘century B.C, These were ge ’ P
Femmanance sne crishted tpon Spaity nof criece, Che s con
; a to, sur . :
g::?:é iggg w:gg %2 make a deep and lasting imprint upon the
land of thelr adoption.

ves interior was
ver conguest of the Spanish
first undertakggwgy the powerful Fhoeniclan colo?y ogcgagggége,
i r; rth Africa, as a result:iof its death-strugg g win~as'ea;1y
a tﬁ e, had t;ken over Fhoenician interests in dpashi Joart
Carthag6€h century B.C.; and the vigor of its lea erl Pﬁoenician
ashoe: in the name of Cartagena, But the traditiona L Lhoentcle
[oler of g oesacd 0, e o Sy s pind:
n the
by Carthage until Rome won Sicily TS e e straits.
‘ b “this colony left Carthage ind ,
Lt eI S St
2 y Ham _
- sggf?;wppﬁgggrtgal? and his son, Hannibal, wétg 3gghri$£§:t
iggg most éf the peninsula south of the Ebro an gion e e
uas in Carthagini%nshandi it i%gimiﬁgng::gtedgzgggt and Roman
- G aguntum
P g2a3tNg%w{tgshanging the latter, Hannibal laid slego to
g:gggtuﬁ and carried it, so grecip%:agigseghgrggggge;pehinsula
' jan armies we : A
§§12629236d E%Ztgigégyaof peace confirmed the loss of Spaip by

Carthage forever.

’ its new posses-

me undertook the subjugatlon of
ion in 201 B.g? Little opposition was encounte{edhig ngken-
s ogh and ‘east, where long contact with allen gg e had vea
Sgutbe will of’Spaniards‘to‘resist. But»thetg ugninsula
eth wise in the center, west, and north of 91? oradiéally,
whore. sition continued to flare furlously, sgom Jioe
¥herelgggg two centurles. Before pacificatiqntwis iong and'
Roreahéd'been forced to employ some of 1ts besi 2% ns A
derals (including Julius Caesar)é and to equip ]
sith the short two-edged sword of the Iberlians.

of the Roman Empire in the winter of 40610

’

- The Iberians were one of, the three races whom
the Romans found ‘in possession of the .eountry, so far asg can
be determined, they were a Mediterranean,type ‘that probably
had overrun the peninsula from North Africa as early as 3000
B. C. They were a gifted race, both artistically and commer-
clally; but they were driven from all of Spain except the south
and east by a series of Celtic invasions from northern Europe,
probably betwsen 1200 and 500. Thereafter the Celtic tide re-
ceded to the north and west of tre peninsula, leaving the cdfi
tral platean in the hands of a mixed race of Celtiberians,

- The end of Spanish resistance to Rome meant,
also, the end of internecine strife among Spaniards. Roman

leglons, roads, 'and law advanced together; and Spain possibly
for the first Eime in her history; knew peace. But ﬁo

me was
not content with mere represdon, :She provided outlets for

tutions of loecal self-government,,and applying them to all of
Spain at both the municipal and provincial levels, Agriculture,
industry, and commerce were encouraged. ‘New towns were founded
and old ones improved with public works, 'some of which, like the
aqueduct in Segovia and the bridges;in’é'rdoba,_Cacares, and
Salamanca, are still in use. Disbanded Roman soldiers were en-
couraged éo settle.and marry in Spain, so as to hasten general
acceptance of the latin tongue and Roman.civilization. The
program was a,complﬁbe_success._.Spain in the last century A,

+ became one of the most flourishing provinces of the Roman
Empire, and, next to Italy, the most thoroughly Romanized,

' Peace, security, and a large measure of self-rule;
unity of government law, and language; access to the intellec-
tual and material rlches of civilization; proud membership in
an empire that included most of the then-known world -- such
was Spain's magnificent heritage from ‘pagan Rome., Then ~1in the
relgn of Constantine the Great (324~337 A.D.), Rome officially
accepted Christianity, which thug galned time to organize along
imperial lines before the Roman Empire’ of the West was swept a-
way by internal decay and barbarian invasion, The fall of Rome
destroyed the fact, but not the ideal, of temporal unity in the
western world. The Roman Cathollie Church embraced that ildeal
as the logical corollary of its own splendid vision of spiritual
unity, The key to the subsequent history of Spain 1s her un-
swerving loyalty to this Roman-Christian tradition,

The barbarian tribes that burst the Rhine frontier
. 7 A.D. reached Spain
in 409, There was nothing but the Pyrenees to stop them, Four
centurles of peace had made the thought of war incredible in
Spain, (No important Roman army was garrisoned there, and local
lmprovisation of defense was crippled by the decay'of sglfw.
government under the later Romar emperors. Bureaucracy was



corrupt, .Taxatlon, rising to érushing helghts during the 3rd
and 4th centuries, had drained Spanish resources, ruined
Spanish smallholders, and. forced many a_ Spanish freeman to ex-
change his precarious liberty for the security of serfdom upon
the estate of a powerful neighbor. Indeed, the opinion seems
to have been widespread in Spain, that life under the barbar-
lans could not be worse and mighévbe better, It was a grievous
e@rror, - o S C '

© - The invasion of;409 was led by the Vandals, whose
name was to become a synonym for wanton destruction, They and
their allies, the Suevi and Alani, gave an:appalling demonstra-
tion of how easy. it -is to destroy an old and.complex civiliza-
tion. . Simply by cutting the arteries of trade and the nerves
of administratioh, they paralyzed the whole peninsula and thrust
it back into cpnditions like those prevailing before the Roman
era. - . . : ‘ ST S o ' '

.

. . _ A somewhat more civilized race, the Visigoths,
invaded Spaih in 41, -They would dominate its history for the .
next 3 centuries, but fail ‘to repair its shattered unity., For -
one thing, they were Arian Christlans and, therefore, heretios
to thein-xthanasian (Roman“caﬁholic)*SpanlSh'subjects. ~'When
King Reccared accepted the Athanasian confession (587) in an
effort to close this breach, he merely orened another within the
ruling class 1tself. PowprfulgVisigothic families refused to.
abandon their ancient faithj.and ‘the Visigothic throne, already.
unstable because elective, was weakened further by a new and’' -
fertile source of disputed succession. In 710, the candidate
of the nobles, Roderic, overthrew by force of arms the duly-
elected candidate of the Church, .Witiza; whereupon, the defeat-
ed faction sought to regain power with the help of Moslem
troops ‘from North Africa. The Caliph's governor there, Musa by
name, sent an army of picked men under his best general, Tariq.
The invaders landed at Gibraltar* in 711; their power 1n Spain
‘would not be finally broken until 1492,

Tarig met and defeated Roderic on July 19, 711,
Then, brushing aside the adherents of Witiza, he set about con-
quering the rest of Spain for the Caliph in Damasocus. The
entire peninsula was in Moslem handé within 6 years, excepting
only isolated pockets of resistence in the northern nountains.
Bub the speed of the conquest was a measure of Spanish weak-
ness far more than of Moslem strength. .

*A corruption of the Arabic name, "Jebel Tariq" (Mount Tariq)
given to the Buropean Pillar of Heroules by the Moslems in hon-
or of their leader. ’

: The invaders are known to literature as Moors
from whish the casual reader is apt to assume a degree of unity
that never exlsted among them, In fact, they were Arabs,
Syrains, and Berbers: mutually susplicious, never very numerous,
and held together more by mutual gain from conquests than by
common faith in Islam. When the Austrasian Franks under Charles
Martel stopped the forward impetus of this Moslem coalition at
Poitiers in 732, 1t promptly dissolved. The Arabs and Syrians
first joined forces to defraud the Berbers of their rightful
share of Spain, then fell out among themselves over the distant
Abbasid-Omayya& struggle for the Caliphate in Damascus, Thg¥
Abbasid factlon won Damascus; but ‘Abd ar-Rahman, an able prince
of the house of Omayyad, escaped to Spain in 75é and, efter
nearly 30 years of civil war, succeeded in founding ehe inde~
pendent gmirate which, in the 10th century, became the Caliphate
of GCérdoba. ' ‘

MOSLEM RULE IN SPAIN

The Moslems found it easier to rule their Spanish

.subjects than themselves. They were greatly aided in pacifying

the country by their policy of toleration which, with a few ex-
ceptions, they steadily appllied untll the decline of thelr own
powervana_the,rise of Spanish Christian states brought invasion
by fanatical Berber sects: the Almoravides in 1086 and the
Almohades in 1146, Until then, the conquered Christians and
Jews alike, as "“people of . the ﬁook";(i.e.,-believers in the
Bible, which Moslems look upon with deference as a forerunner
of their own Koran), were allowed to keep thelr religion, lavs
customs, and even their property in most cases, on condiéion o
paying a 20-percent tax. This tax was less than many Spaniards
had paid before; but, if they wished to escape it, they might
do so by accepting Islam. Serfs and slaves of Christlan masters
might gain their freedom in the same way. Needless to say, con-
verts were numerous among both high and low. They were looked
upon as renegades by the falthfulj but. they performed a useful
function as intermediaries. .
- In the.course of time, even those Spaniards who
remained loyal t6 their Christian faith. began to adopt the speech
and other characteristics of their Moslem neighbors. The Moslems
called them Mozhrabes, from the Arablc words for "would-be Arabs)
On the other hand, the Moslems steadily became more Spanish.
Quite apart from %he renegades, all of the original invaders who
settled in Spain had marrled Spanish women; and this original
50-percent dilution was carried further by each succeeding gen-
eration. - Amalgamation with Spanish Jews also went on apace.

. “As a'consequence of the interchange of blood and
ideas with their Christian and Jewish subjects, Spanish Moslems




achieved a level of civilization that surpassed all others of
its day. Its raterial hase was relative peace and prosperity.
Agriculture was encouraged by irrigation and the introduction
of new crops (rice and sugar cane among them), ‘Stock-ralsing
was improved by new breeds, mining by new methods, and industry
by new products, Moslem control of the Mediterranean encour-
aged the rebirth of seaborne. commerce., Cities Floarished, and
all classes of the populatlon prospered.. Annual public revenues
of the Callphate in the 10th century may be reckoned at
$20,000,000, at today's values. Frivate wealth was on a cor=
respondlng scale. The capltal city' of Cordoba had paved '
streets, a water system, 200,000 houses, 600 mosques, 900 public
bath houses, a-library withvhoo,ooo volumes and a population of
half a million 2t a time when London and "aris were as incon=
sequential as they were squalid. Anong Furdpean cities of that
era, Lyzantium alone could compare with Cordoba.

But the finest products of Moslem civilization in
Spain were intellectual. The invaders of 711 included many .who
had first-hand knowledge of Egypt, India Persia, and byzantium
where echoes of ancient cultures might séill be heard. They an&
their descendants were careful to maintain contdet with Islamic
centers of learning in Alexandria Cairo, Antioch, Raghdad
Jerusalewm, Kecca, and Damascus. fheir contacts with Byzan%ium
acquainted them with the masters of ancient Greece and Rome --
Arlstotle, above all others. ~In this way, the learned men of
“oslem Spain built upon the best available thought. in mathematics,
astronomy, geography, botany, chemistry (alchemy), medicine, lex-
icography, grammar, history, :jurisprudence, and philosophy.
Long before learning was revived in Italy and Morthern Europe,
it was leading an active life in Spain. Indeed, Spain was the
channel through which much of Europe gsined access to eastern

learning and even to its own Greco-Roman inheritance, as we shall
presently see. i ) v . L : .

- 'The written works of the great Spanish Moslems and
Jews of that era are now appreciated only by specialists. But -
it is unlikely that any educated man though he may never have
visited Spain, can be wholly 1gnoran% of such artistic master-
pleces as the Alhambra of Granada, the Giralda of Seville, and
the Great Mosque ofv06rdoba;,or even  of 'such lesser products of
genius as the glass mosalcs, glazed tiles, arabesques, damascene,
Jewelry, leather work, and silk and woolsn textiles a% which the
craftsmen of that day -excelled; or-the haunting music that .still
lingers in many an Andalusian melody. ' .

Notwithstanding its brilliance and its wealth
Moglem Spain was essentially unstable. ' Islam 13 a free feilow—
ship of believers rather then an organized churchj and Moslem
states rest directly upon the individual rather than upon organ-
ized groups and institutions. Moslem law concerns itself with
defining the individual's right and duties under the Koran
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han as a member of organized society. No church, no
23§?3§,tno local self-government evolved in Moslem Spain, whose
destiny, therefore, was one with that of 1ts rulers. Great
rulers, such as Abhd ar-Rahman I (758-790), ‘Abd ar-Rahmen III
(912-981), Hakim II (961-976), and al-Mansur (981-1002), raised
the Caliphate of Cbrdoha to giory;_but when inspired leadership
suddenly dissolved into anarchy in 1009a so did the Caliphsate.
In its place, there appeared some 20-odd independent principali-
ties whose continued existence required united action against
the Christian states, but whose jealousies made unlted acpioqﬁ
impossible, lilitary ald from fanatlcal koslem sects in lorgly
Africa postponed the day of reckoning for about two centuries,
although at the price of Berber domination. WYhen Dierber power
was broken by the Christians at Las Havas de Tolosa (1212), the
doom of lioslem Spain was sealed. The only loslem state surviv-
ing after 1248 was Granada -- and 1t was tributary to Castille.

THEF REFCONQUEST
L

The christian states of Spain emerged victorious
from their long eclipse becasuse they had developed in high de-
gree the very institutlons whose lack proved fatal to the
foslems., Their tradition of local self-government was the long-
est in Europe and, possibly, the world-stretphing back in un-~
broken continuity to the Iberians, several thousand years be-
fora, This tradition gained new iire as .the rulers of Leon,
Castile, and Aragdn began thelr southward expansion. They need-
ed volunteers to people the desolate and dangerous frontier )
marches. The only way to attract them was to grant new privil-
eges and immunities of self-government,

. These “fueros" (municipal charters of Spain were
in advance of anything known elsevhere in Europe, both as to
extent of self-pgovernment permitted, and as to individual
liberties recognized. Spain also led the way in developing
self-government at higher levels. Representatives of tlie free
municipalitles sat on a footing of complete equality with rep-
resentatives of the clergy and nohility in the "cortes" (parli-
aments) of Castile as early as 1188 -- exactly 77 years before
Simon de Montfort made history in Fngland by taking the same
vprevolutionary! step in 1265, and 107 years before the '"lodel
Parliament" summoned by Edward I in 1295, As a matter of fact,
there 1s good reason to believe that de Montfort got his idea
from Spain by way of southern France, where he had previously
spent several years.*

*Salt, E. M.1 "Political Inﬁtitutionsx A Freface," chapter
entitled "Representation." * _
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The "fueros" and "“cortes" of the Spanish Christian
states go far towards explaining their superior tenacity and re-
- silience agalnst attack from without, even when combined with oc-

casional spells of bad leadership wi%hin. But something else is
needed to account for the survival within them 8ll -- notwith-
standing isolation, .Jealousy, and frequent civil war -- of a
common falth, speech, law, culture, and ideal of union and empire.
For that, we must turn to an'instiéutionz the Roman Catholic
Church; and to a memory: the Roman Fmpire, Together, these two
forces kept green the seeds of future greatness until, in the
kingdom of Castile, Spain found the leadership necessary to
achieve her destiny. ) ' .

The significance of the Reconquest -~ the term ap-
plled by Spaniards to the history of their Christian states be~ -
tween 711 and 1492 -~ lies not so much in the struggle for physi-
cal unity through force of arms as in the struggle for spiritual
unity through the pursult of a great ideal.’ That is why Ruy
Diaz de Bivar, better known as El Cid (c. 1043-1099), is more
important as %he hero of a great epic poem written .in Castilian
Spanish and known to Spaniards everywhere, than for his battles

with the Moslems in real life,

The victory of Castilian Spanish -- the language of
the central plateau -- over the competing forms of "Romance'!'*
spoken in west-coast Gallcla and Portugal, and in east-coast
Catalonia and Valencia, occurs in the 1llth century. At the same
time, Castile emerges as the foremost kingdom of Spain, notwith-
stan&ing her subservience to Leon only a century before. It is
necessary to account for this, . L i

Castile, more than any other part of Spain, had
known the unending wars that are the fate of border regions;
But those wars had done more -than dot her countryside with the
castles from which her name derivesj they had also refined and
intensified within her people the resolution, tenacity, resource-
fulness, .and vlision, that distinguish all Spaniards. ﬁurthermore,
as Castile expanded to include the greater part of the central
plateau, she found herself in possession of a more nearly bal-
anced racial and cultural heritage than any other Spanish king-
dom. Therefore it is not strange that the unification of Spain
wes brought about by the speech and people of Castile. Castile
absorbed the more ancient Kingdom of 'Leén (including Galicia and
Asturias) as a result of the union of their crowns in 1230;
Castile absorbed the Kingdom of Aragon (including Catalonia,
Valencla, the Balearlic Islands, Siecily, Sardinia and Southern
Italy) as a result of the marrlage of Perdinand with Isabella

*A name given to any amalgamation of Latin with local speech, if
digpi?ct%ve enough to qualify a separete language, not merely sas
a dialect.
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in 1469, With the conquest.of (ranada in 1492, we may regard
the physical unificstion of Spain.as complete.*

Only in Portugal did localism win permanent vic-
tory. Reconquered from the lioslems by Leon in the 1lth century,
Portugal proclaimed herself an independent kingdom in the l2th
and made good thet claim against Castlle in the BRattle of
Algubarrota (1385). FExcept for 59 years of Spanish rule between
1581 and 1640, she has been independent ever since. Spanlards
have always believed that, had it not been for English encoups
agenent and aid, Fortugal would have nelther desired nor been
able to resist %he Castilian dream of unity for the vwhole
Iberian peninsula.

However, the unity that Spein achieved under Ferdi-
nand and Isabella in 1492 deserves the name only by comparison
with the anarchic past. Spain now had one crownj but her govern-
ments continued to be many. Each kingdom, country, and even
town retained its former rights, privileges, customs, taxes, and
administrative structure. Castllian Spanlish was now the recogniz-
ed medium of comrunication among persons of ilmportance everywhere
in the country; but the old, regional dialects and languages con-
tinued to flourish among the common people. Next to the Crown,
the most important unifying force in Spain was the Churchj; but
i1ts influence was limited by the fact thst, at the close of the
Reconquest, possibly no more than half of %he reople in Spain
were Chris%ians, the rest hbeing either Moslems or Jews. -In these
facts, we shall find the explanation for what is undoubtedly the
least understood Spanish institution =~ the Inquisition.

THE SPANISH INQUISITION

The Spanish Inquisition, founded in 1480, by

Ferdinand and Isabella, has ldentified’'Spain with intolerance
through-out a great part. of the world. K And yet, from early in
the 1llth century until lete in the 14th, few parts of the world
were as tolerant as Christian Spain.. It 1s true that the Church
kept up its war on heresy among professihg Christians during all
this time; but there was almost no interference with professing
Jews and Moslems, who enjoyed a degree. of freedom and security
altogether remarkable. That is why the Christian conquest of
Toledo in 1085 made that city a refuge for Moslem and Jewish
scholars for the next century:and a quarter, when Almorévide and
Almchade persecution stifled learning in loslem Spain.  Freedom
of thought and lntercourse among these exiled scholars and their
Christian colleagues in Toledo made that city the acknowledged

*Actually the Kingdom of Navarre was not annexed until 1516,
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center Ffor Latin translation of Arab-classics, through which
Ylestern Furope made contact with oriental learning and regained
centact with much Greek and Roman learning. = Seversl kings of
Castile set noteworthy examples in this regard, especially
Alfonso X Ythe learned" (1252-1284) who surrounded himself with
the ablest scholars of his-day, irrespective of faith. The -
schools of philosophy and language thet he founded in Murcla-and
Seville were open to and staffed by Moslens and Jews as well as
Christians, and the former was directed by the Arab philosopher,
iuhammad “el Ricotl." The religious temper .of the age may be
judged from the Fact that, in the 13th century, the church of
Santa laria la Elanca in Toledo was used hy Christizns on Sun-
day, lioslems on Friday, and Jews on Saturday. It is recognized -
tha% the golden age of Spanish Jews came under Christian domina-
tion between the 11lth and 14th centuries. y - .

This era c¢f Spanish toleration cuits the ground from
under those who would explain the Spanish Inguisition by refer-
ence to bigoted churchmen, unscrupulous monarchs, and ignorant
masses. For 1t is not eprarent why 4 centuries of toleration
and enlightenment, buttressed by growing peace and prosperity,
should have left épain worse off. in these respects than she had
been aftthe start; nor is the paradox resolved'by those who ad-
vance . C : o _ )

The truth 1s both more simple and complex.. Tolera-
tion apreared in Spain at a time when the feudal age was domin-
ant. *Feudalism, with 1ts fragmentation and balance of power, -was
in close harmony with Spain's almost incredible diversity of race,
religlon, and culture. Therefore, under feudalism, Spanish di-
verslity constituted no problem. it was otherwise when the age
of nationalism began to take shape in Europe during the 15th
century. Under nationalisi, greatness would be the destiny of
nations that were united, impotence or anarchy the doom of those
that were not. Ferdinan& and - Isabella understood the choice be-
fore them. They knew that they could unite Spain territorially
by marriage and conquest; but how should they go about creating
spiritual unity from the notorious diversity of Spaniards? There
was only one answert unite the physical power of the State with
the spiritual power of the Church, and so make Spain a Catholiec
nation. This was done. In 1502 unbellievers were given the
cholce of ‘conversion or expulsion; and the Inquisition -- estab-
lished throughout Spain after 1480 -- undertook the task era-
dicating heresy from among the converts. : )

Spain's era of toleration was at an.end; but the
critlcs who blame the Inquisition for this fact forget that
toleration was also at an end elsewhere in Europe. The Reforma-
tion and the Counter-Reformation brought on a geries of European
wars (fought nearly everywhere except in Spain) lasting until
the Feace of Westphalia in 1648. Insofar as there was a differ-
ence among the nations in their treatment of heretics at that
time, it was all in favor of Spain, whose Inquisition at least
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offered the advantage of a duly constituted tribunal, carefully
regulated. But the chief claim of the Inquisition to the respect
of the impartial observer 1s that, by saving:Spein from ecivil

war during: the Reformation, it preserved the nation for her im-
perial destiny in the Amerlcas, Asla, Africa and Furope.. :,

. . Y 4

The creative powers of united Spain found full ex-
pression in the New World, discovered in 1492 by Christopher
Columbus under commission from the Spanish Crown. Within g,
scant half century, all of North America south of a line frpm
San Francisco (California) to St. Augustine (Florida), -all of
Central America and the Caribbean Islands, and all of South 4
America except Brazil (which fell to Portugal in consequence of:
the Treaty of Tordesillas), had been digcovered, explored, and
in key points occupied by Spaniards. This was %he work: of the
"conqulstadores" (Cortes, Fizarro, Balboma, Quesada,.Almagro, de
Scto, Coronadc, etc.), whose exploits become riore incredible,
the more one learns about them. ' i

EMFIRE IN AMERICA

Contrary to widespread belief among Anglo-Saxons
the Spaniards in.America did more than search for gold and sii-
ver. .They brought with.them such useful novelties as horses,
oxen, sheep, plegs, hens, dogs, wheat, -sugar cane, grape vines,
and mulberry trees ‘(complete with silk worms). éomembrought
wives from Spailn; more settled down with native women; almost all
engaged in some useful ‘activity, whether farming, manufacturing
or mining., Naturally, they expioited native labor wherever posg=
sibles but here they found themselves under sharp survelllance
by Church and State. : : )

Spanish sovereigns customarily referred.to “these
kingdoms" when they meant Spain, and to "those kingdoms':when
they meant the.Indies (as Americas then were known). The termi-
nology ls important. It signifies that the Americas were re-
garded as potentially equal to Spain, not as colonies of Spain.
Equality would come with Christianization and civilization.
Hence the intense activity of the Church and, more especially,
of the varlous religlous orders,. to achieve %hose ends. Hence,
too, the elaborate laws, regulations, and administrative me-
chinery established by %he State meanwhlle, so as to protect
the native population from undue exploitatlon during 1ts peried
of tutelage.. Slavery was prohibilted altogether (except for can-
nibals or tribes resisting evangelization), and forced labor was
permitted only for restricted periods, stipulated wages, and on
condition that the laborers be educated.

Thls was more than a paper-program.. So vigorous
was its executlon, in fact, that Spanish colonists in Feru,

‘-
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resenting what they regarded as unwarranted interference with :
their rights, were in open revolt between 1544 and 1548. Such. !
opposition was bound to qualify success. "Those kingdoms" nev- ‘
er achleved the destiny that Spanish kings had dreamed of. But

the dream itself, and the energles devoted to its realization,

were not wasted. . By protecting the natives from exploitation ;
so far as possible, by teaching them useful trades and the

Spanish tongue, an&-by 1ifting up their splrits to the ideals

of Christlianity, Spain enabled. several million persons of In-

dlan blood to aéapt themselves to a dominant allen culture,
and so to survive, = - : : A

' "Equal care was lavished upon the welfare of the .
Spanish colonists. Towns and citles had to be located and bullt i
in accordance with elaborate regulations calculated to ensure !
beauty, utility, and the best possible climate. It is probable
that there were more primary schools in the Americas than in
Spain, and universities were founded in Santo Domingo (15 8)5
Mexico City (1551), Lima (1551), Cérdoba (1613), Sucre (1623),

Cuzco (1692), Caracas (1721), Havana (1728), Santiago de Chile
{1743), and Quito.(1787), There were also numerous colleges
founded by religlous orders.

.~ While Spaniards were thus feverishly ocoupied in
the Americas, they were also discovering (1521) and ocoupying
(1565) the Philippines, where the Spanish genius for transmit-
ting faith, speech and culture to backward peoples would again
be shown. Even earlier (1509-1510), Spain had begun to expand
her Empire in Northern Africa by»at%acks on Oran, Alglers and
Tripolis Then, with the accession of‘the;Hapsburg Charles V
(Charles I of épain,’son»of Philip of Burgundy and Juana of -
Castile) to the Spanish throne in 1516, Spain enlarged her hold-
ings in Europe (which already included Sicily, Sardinia, more
than half of the Italian malnland, and the Roussillon in south~
ern France) by what is now Belgium, Holland, Luxemburg, consid-
erable parts of what is now northeastern an& southeastern France,
and the Hapsburg group of states in Austria. Altogether, this
was the most extensive empire that the world had seen till then;
and, for a time, it appeared that Spain might be the agency
through-which the whole Europe would be united. :

- Charles V ruled Spain until 1556, when he abdicated
in favor of his son, Philip II, who ruled antll his death in
1598, Both werq’abie monarchs, unselfish and hard-working. They
found in Spain a source of armies that had no mateh in Europe .

until 1643, of navies that controlled the seas until 1588, and "

of colonies that poured-forth:gold and‘silver in fabulous and

seemingly endless-quantities. . .But Charles, by securing his -

election to the ‘Crown of the Holy Roman Fmpire in-1519, incurred i,
the undying enmity of Francis I of France, and ihvolve& himself

in the affairs of Germany on the eve of the Reformation. Charles!
-attempt to reconcile Lutheranism with Catholicism won him the

enmity of both Lutherans and Fope. His loyalty to Catholicism
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and the House of Hapsburg brought conflict with the Ottoman Em=
pire. Relations with England, always strained in the reign of
Charles, broke completely in %he relgn of Philip, who also added
to the feuds-inherited'from his father two more with Fortugal®
and the Low Countries...Such, in roughest outline, are the roots
of the wars that Spain would wage almost continuously until 1659.

In the beginning, there was no lack of victory. In.
1526, Francis I of France was defeated at Pavia and taken pri-
soner to Madrid. 1In 1527, Rome was sacked and Pope Clemént KII
made prisoner. In 1532, 6ttoman Turkish armies were driven&&
back from Vienna and down the Danube valley toward Istanbul, *
whence they had come, In 1539, Tunis was captured from the Ber-
bers. In 1548, the German Iutherans were brought to terms. In
1571, with the aid of allies, the Turkish fleet was destroyed
at Lepanto., In 1581, Portugal and all her far-flung empire
except Brazil, was annexed to the Spanish Crown...But in 1598,'
Spanlsh sea-power was broken by the elements and Ergland (the
Great Armada)j and in 1643, Spanish land-power was broken by
France (Rocroy); and from %hese blows Spain never recovered.

How did 1t happen that the sum of so much success
was failure? This much is certain: . the defeats were proof, not
cause, of Spain's decline. One is tempted to argue that if
Charles and Philip had aimed at the actual subjugation of Europe
or the Ottoman Empire, instead of at ‘a balance of power, their
wars would have been fewer and their victorlies more 1as%ing. And
yet, thelr loyslty to the aim of Christian unity in Europe in-
volved Spain in many wars that might otherwise have been avoided.
The simplest explanation is best:  Spain had destroyed -the foun-
datlons of her strength in the pursuit of great ideals. .This '
nation of less than 10 million inhabitants, with an economy
based on manual labor and a communicetions system based on mules
and sail-boats had dedicated herself to the impossible task of
exploring, peopling, civilizing, and Christianizing the New
World, while upholding the Catholic Church against the Reformae-
tion and the Ottoman Empire in the 0ld. In So doing, Spain
sacrificed a ‘quarter of her population before the end of the
16th century. Her economy was shattered. . Most serious of all,
her leaders began to fail at the very time that her need for
able leaders was greatest. For Spain's fundamental diversity
1s so deep-rooted that, when leadership falls, anarchy threatens.
The wonder is not that Spain, at the close of "the 16th- century,
sank back exhausted from her efforts, but that she still had
strength for high cultural achievement in the years to come,

THE GOLDEN AGE

In the realm of national and international powver,
the flame of Spanish genius had burned now high, now low; but ih
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ealm of mind and spirit, that genius had maintained a
Etgagier light., We have already observed that Spain, in L?e
12th century, produced one of the world's great eplc pqems. the
Foem of the Cid." She also produced the flnest sculpture of
Christian Furope and, in the Cathedral of Leon, a masterpiece
of Gothic architecture. In the 13th century, a Spaniard named
Domingo de Guzman (St. Dominic) founded one of the great Cath-
olic religious orders. In this century} also, Alfonso ?he n
Learned directed the first great work of modern historz. the
uGeneral Chronical' of ‘Spain. In the lkth century, a oganiard
named Juan Ruiz, who was Archpriest of ¥ita, wrote the "Book of
Good Love:" " a series of rollicking tales not unlike those that
Chaucer would write in Englsnd a generation lqter. The fine
Gothlc cathedrals of Cuenca, Burgos, Toledo, lBarcelona, and
Falma de lallorca with thelr magniflcent wroug?t iron and stain-
ed glass, are Spanish creations of the 13th, 1llith, and 15th cen-
turies, )

Fifteenth-century Spain produced Eurcpe's first
vernacular grammar as well as its first collectioq of popular
proverbs, lkoreover, in the anonymous "Celestlna," published in
1499, Spain producea one of the most wldely-read ofcegrly Europ-
ean ventures into the literary form of the novel., Some credit
for its success may be due to the wldespread development of ird
rrinting in Spain, where it had been introduced during the thir
duarter of the lS%h century -~ several years before its introduo-
tion to England.

The number of universities in Spain grew steadily
from the beginning of the 13th century until 1619, when there
were 32 in all. '‘One of the greatest was founged by Cardinal
Ximenes de Clsneros at Alcala de Henares in 1508, Its 42 pro-
fessors edited and published the first polyglot Eible to appear
in Furope.

In Luis Vives, Father :lariana, Franclsco de Vit~

Ffrancisco Sudrez, 16th century Spain produced philoso-
Sﬁéi; 2235 to any in the world; in Father Sahagun (who lived in
Mexico and wrote in the Aztec language,) the foremost historian
of his day; and, in Tomas ILuis Victoria, a composer surpassed
only by his mas%er in Italy: Palestrina, Other Spanlards at
this time concerned themselves with science -- especially those
inquiries having direct application to empire (geography, Cartoi
graphy, navigation, naval engineerlng, ballistics, mining, meta ;
lurgy, hydraulic engineering, medicine, and the”patural sciences).
The circulation of the blood was discovered by iflquel Servet in
1546 (73 years before its discovery in England by Harvey).

. - To the non-Ilspsnic world, however, Spanish culture
reduces itself to literature and painting. Spaniards do not re-
sént this greatly, because they have in Cervantes (1547-16106)
the author .of wha€ ig penerally acknowledged to be the %reatest
novel of all literature: Don Quixote; in Lope de Vega (19562-
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1635) and Calderon (1600-1681), two of the world's foremost
dramatists; in Gongora (1561-1@27) and Graclan (1601-1658), a
poet and an essaylst c¢f incompzrable grace and subtletyj and

in E1 Greco (c. 1542:1614), Ribera (1588-1656), zurbaran (1598
1663), Velazques (1599-1660), rurillo (1617-1682), and Goya
(1746-1828), a galaxy of painters second to none.

EXIIAUSTION

i
B

. Except for the painter, Goya,(mentioned,EDOVe),
who belonged to the 17th century in spirit if not in time, and
the composer, Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757) ,- who wasiItaiian
born, there {s scarcely a Spaniard of international reputation '
in any field of cultural endeavor for two centuries after Spain's
Golden Age, It’'is true that the flame of her culture survived
by at least a century the furious blaze of her political glory,

Lut the fires of genius are not indefinitely self sustaining, =
even in Spain, . B

. Ibe black night that envelopes Spanish culture from
the last quarter of the 17th century to the last quarter of the
19th century is an accurate measure of the economic paralysis

military impotence political ‘futility, and spiritual desolat{bn
thet thenvpreVaile& in Spain. o , S ‘

The Bourbon succession to the Spanishgfhrohe"in
1700 (the Hapshurg line having become extinct) was finally con-

- firmed by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, after a war in which

Ingland, France, and Holland participated actlvely, while Spain
was a helpless onlooker, . The treaty took from Spaln her domin-
ions in Italy and the Low Countries, the Island of ¥lnorca, and
Gibraltar. The Bourbon kings brought administrative reorganiza-

tion to Spain, but at the price of many of her ancient local’
rights and prlvileges. ) ]

THE 19th CERTURY

The Industrial Revolution passed Spain by. ot so,
the PFrench Revolution, which overran the entlre peninsula in its
Yapoleonic phase, and placed Joseph Honaparte upon the Spanish
throne in 1808. 'This indignity aroused .the fury of the Spanish
people and, more important, gave them a common goal for action;
namely, expulsion of the usurper and restoration of the Spanish
king (Fepdinand‘VII).' But .when the goal had been attained,
Spanlards found themselves sven lessg united than before., The
reason for this is that the var of Independence had revitalized
the Spanish tradition of popular self-government; whereas Ferdi-
nand, when he returned to the throne in 1814, re-established
Bourbon:absolutism, notwithstanding a prior promise to accept
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the Constitution of 1812.. All Spaniards then were monarchistsj
but, thenceforward, they would he divided between absolutist
(Conservatives) and constitutionalists (Liberals). Spanish pub-
lic opinion had taken the first step along the road of progress-
ive fragmentation that would lead to anarchy.

Within 6 years, the disappointed Liberals joined
forces with an Army faction led by Col. Riego, in order to bring
back the Constitution. The Conservatives countered 3 years lat-
er with help from France. A disputed succession in 1833 pro-
duced schism on both Might and Left. The conservative support-
ers of Ferdinand's daughter, Isabella, and her Queen-Regent
mother, Maria Cristina, accepted a miid Constitution in order to
gain Tiberal ald arainst the arch-Conservatives adherents to
Ferdinand's brother,. Don Carlos. The Carlist wars immediately
ensured -- and lasted intermittently until 1876, For their part,
the extreme Liberal factions also turned to force, and so galned
a Constitution more to their liking in 1837, and other legisla-
tive victories in 1841, 8till another comblnation of Liberal
factions, by still another pronunclamiento (a declaration of
policy backed by force) drove the Queen-Regent into exile and
proclaimed Isabella II of. age (she was.13§ in 1843, Naturally,
the Conservaties (as distinguished from the Carlists) and the
Moderates (a variety of Conservative) also.used the technique of
the pronunciamiento whether to alter the Constitution, as in
1845, or simply to change ministries under it. There is no need
to follow developments in detail, Isabella was expelled in 1868,
a new Constitution was promulgated in 1869, a new monarch
(Amadeo of Savoy) put on the throne in51876, and =-- when he ab-
_ dicated in.1873 -- a Republic declared. ' Chaos ruled until 1875,

when Isabella's son was proclaimed King Of Spain as Alfonso XII.

R The restored Bourbon monarchy was not absolute.

The Constitution of 1876 was a compromise between that of Isa-
bella (1845) and that of the Republic (1869). Although minis-
tries changed too frequently for stabllity, and not always for
prarliamentary cause, the pronunclamiento as an instrument of
government went out of fashion. The Constitution was well
enough established by 1885 to survive the death of the King in
that year, as well as the long regency exercised by his Queen
during the infancy of the helr to the throne, who was not born
until 6 months after his father's 'death. Bu% in this period of
reéativg calm at home, Spain's empire abroad came to its stormy
end, ; . N

o The .greater part of the Spanish Empire had bsen lost
as a result of Napoleon's intervention in Spain, which cut the
ties that had bound those kingdoms to the Spanish Crown for more
than 300 years. Only Cuba and Fuerto Rico in the Americas, and
the Philippines in the Taciflc, remained., .Unhapplily for Spain,
her distraction at home permit%edlconditions to arise in Cuba
which led, ultimately, to intervention by the United States of
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Arerica., The war fought in 1898 was short and final and tore
from Spain not only Cuba. and Fuerto Rico but the.Philippines as
well. The empire.that had been without equal in the world
ceased to exist. . o L o
. . *  The shock of this fact had an unexpectedly favor-
able reaction in Spain. Spaniards quietly put aside their )
dreams of ilmperial glory, which had been a shleld against real-
ity for so'long, and looked about. them. They were surpriggd to
find that certain of their countrymen had been urging them to.
do this very thing for years.. They looked...they listened...and
they went forth to do bhattle with reallty. Once more “Spain pro-
duced great men. S - oA i

, The Generation 1898, .ag the men of the new age .
came to be known, properly includes all who prepared the waye
Foremost among them was Don Francisco Giner de.los Rios (1839-
1915), who.deserves to.be reckopned among the ablest educators.
of a1l time, if judged ‘by results, not theorles. -ilis FREE IN-
STITUTION FbR EDUCATION leavened Ehe;entire Spanish school sys-
tem by the force of a great example., ‘A literary greqursor of
exceptional importancewas Benito :Pérez Galdos -(184%3-1920), who
strove to portray the Spain he knew in a.serles of'powerfui‘ .
historical novels.; Two.other iﬂgortant-precurqqrs were- the
philosophers, Joaquin Costa (1846-1911) and Angel Ganivet (1862~
1898), the one preoccupied with:the importance to Spain of the
European tradition, thé other with the.importance to Europe of
the Spanish tradition. ' - co _ o

This same difference of emphasis marks two phil-
osophers of the new generation, whose names are much better know
to the world at large: Jose Oriega y Gasset (1883-1959) and
Miguel de Unamuno (1864~1937). Less well known abroad, but
equally important to the development of. though in Spain, was Dor
Ramiro de iaeztu (1875-1936). . - - - ' :

Naturally there were Spaniards of this generation
who worked other fields; the essayist, Azorin (183.#- )3 the
novelists Vicente Blasco Ibéfiez (1867-1928) and Plio Baroga
(1872~ ); the poet, Ramén Maria del Valle-Inclén (1870-1936);
the dramatist, Jacinto Benavente (1866-1954); the literary his-
+orian tiarcelino Menendez y Felayo (18%56-1912); the philologlst,
Remon Menéndez Fidal (1869« )3 the ‘historian, Rafael Alta-
mira (1866= }; the neurologist, Santiago Ramon y Cajal (1852-
l9gh); the painters Joaquinlsorolig (1863-192k); Ignaciq.Zulogﬁs
(1870-1945), Pablo Plcasso (1881~ ), and falvador Dall (1904

)3 the composers, Isaac Albéniz (lé60-4909) .Enrique Gran-
ados {1867-1917), and Manuel de Falla (1876-1948); and the in-
strumentalists, Pablo Casals (1878- ), and Andres Segovia

(1894~ ), whose great precursor had been Pablo de Sarasate
(1844+-1908).
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) . There is no denying the brilliance of Spaints cul-
tural revival ‘after 1898, [Lut there is reason to believe that,
like the still mcre brilliznt 17th century, solid economic and
political foundations were lacking. The ‘Forelgn commerce that
hed begun to flourish under free trade between 1868 and 1892

was orippled by protection thereafter. Domestic commerce was
severely handicapped by inadequate communications., Agriculture
was dormant, -Industrial development where it exlsted at all, was
slow, uneven, and mainly evident from strikes and the growing -
strength of soclalisi, Marxism, syn@lcalism, and anarchism. The
fragmentation of the" {'t was matched by Fragmentation of the
Right and ‘Center., The growth of regionalism (Catalan, Basque,
Galiclan, ete.) cut seross all party lines, thus adding to the
ccenfusion, Farliamentary government became almost impossible: ag
a result of constantly shifting blocs. Under the Conservative
government that held office from December, 1902, until July,
1905, - there were 5 prime ministers; and under.the Liberal govern-
ment that lasted From July 1905, until January 1907, there were

7 cabinets and 4 prime ministers, Such was the setting for the -
reign-of Alfonso XIII. ‘ : ' . <

= . -Alfonso-XIII was:crowned Kirig ‘of Spain on liay, 17,
1902: his sixteenth birthday. " Fven his critics admit that ’
L1lfonso ‘was ‘able, That he was also independent appears from his
choice of wife: fVictoria-Eugenie,zwhose Frotestant upbringing
aroused unfavorsble comment among ‘staunch "clericals, notwith-
standing-her conversion to Catholicism.: In the course of time,
Alfonso became adept in every move of the intricate Spanish
parliamentary game -- and wholly disillusioned with it. Crisis
followed crisis;. but no party had either the strength to act by
itself or the patriotism to permit action by others, The king
must have decided that his country's welfare required, above all
else, a .government that could act. There:was only one possible-
roun&ation~for such a government in Spain at that time: the
Arny. Therefore, when the- Captain-General of Catalonia, General
Primo de Rivera, led an armed rising against the government on
September 13, 1923, the King took no action against him. In-
stead, -he invited him to assume the government, The change was

effgq%tdthO'days‘later,without bloodshed and virtually without
protest.. : : : o

" General Prino de Rivera sbandoned the Parliementary
machinery established under the Constitution of 1876, replacing
it with a military directorate headed by himself. The Director-
ate was désigned for action, and produced it. In Morocco, long-
standing Spanish difficulties with the Riff were brought to a
victorious and permanent conclusion, 1In Spain, the monies re-
leased by this success were arplied to railways, highways, and
public works. Frivate industry flourished, encouraged alike by
policy and peace. Spanish communications are a case in point:

a natlonwide program of rehabilitation gave Spain one of the
best telephone systems in the world, and went far toward making
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" Other advances were made a a _
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Pdpular Front in the elections of February, 1936, there wer
general and 218 partial strikes; succeSSfﬂi riiiﬁgs of 170 ® 13
churches, 69 clubs, and 10 newspaper offices; and attempts to
fire 284 other buiidings, 251 of which were churches,

"~ . Reaction was lnevitable, Spanish traditionalist
dissatisfled with the quiescent, even fegrful,-course pursugds%y
the Conservative parties in pariiament, began to consider meet~
ing force with force. In the mountains of Navarre, the Carlist
"Reguetés" began to drill once more., Clericals organized "Accion
Catdlicat and "Acclon Popular". A son of General Frimo de
Rivera, José Antonio, organized the "Falange." Most significant
of all6 the powerful U,M.F. (an organization of Spanish generals
whose Commander-in-Chief was named Francisco Franco) began to
consider whether the Spain they had sworn to defend was not dis-
solving before their eyes.

CIVIL WER

: On July 13, 1936, Calvo Sotelo? who had b
minister under General Frimo-ée Rivera, was’arrested aggnagéggggg-
ated in Madrid, supposedly in retaliation for the .previous murder,
hy parties unknqwnb'or & Communist lieutenant in the Government's
shock troops. four days later, the irmy garrison at Melilla, in
Spanish iiorocco, mutinied. ' Generasl Francisco Franco flew from
his rost in the Canary Islands to take command on the following
day. ithin 48 hours, all Spain was gripped by civil war,

' General Franco gavVe the name of Hationsali
forces he directed, therehy revealing his sure grasp o?tt;g the
fundamental issue: unit versus anarchy. Much of Spain rallied
to his support: in the south, Seville, Cordoba, Granada, and
Cadizy in the north, all of Galicia, most of Leon, part of
Asturias, and Burgos, Salamanca, Vailudolid, Segovia, Pamplona
and Saragos‘sa. These regions were united by the I‘ali of Badajoz
in mid-August, thereby permitting a drive upon Madrid which al-
most -certainly would have been successful, had it not turned a-
side to re%ieve«the“ﬂaticnalist garrison belespuered in Toledo's
Alcagar;_ ‘The relief was effected on September 27th; but, when
the lationalists reached iadrid on November- 6th, they found that
the International 3rigade == inspired, financed, recruited, and
directed by Communist Russia -- had entered the clty before them.

ﬁgrg pesult, the olvil war in Spain would last for 28 months

It is frue thet General Franco sought and accept
help from Fascilst ITtaly and Mazi Germany. He dfd 1o} ror'thg °d
same reason that Great uritain and the United States later
sought and accepted help from Communist Russia. And there is

this essential difference between the help given by Russia to

the Republic, and thet given by Germany and Itely to_the Yation-
alists: the lationalists were strong, but the Repub}ic was weak
Therefore, Ratloralist Spain wes not at the rnercy ‘of“her allies
at any time; whereas, after November 6, 1936, the Rerublic was
continually at the mercy of the Kremlin.

The civil war in Spain ended on liarch 28, 1939, af-
ter two years and 254 days of unprecedented fury. -here was
scarcely time to bury the dead and survey the ruins befor@'iorld
War II began. HMationalist Spain was deeply shocked by Germeny's
pact with Russia and subsequent invasion of Catholic Folend.
General Franco has expressed the Spanish view of Russia cnce and
for all: MYesterday, today, and tomorrow, for the countries of
Furope there exists only one danger -- Communism." That state-
ment would arouse less unfavorable comsent now than when it weas
made (July 18, 1942); but it explains why hoth the Allies and
Ilitler found Spain aloof for as long as thelr alliences with
Russia lasted. In ‘point of fact, Spain wes a diseprolntment to
both camps during world ‘ar II -- as any neutral l1s bound to be.
What L1llled critics forget is the very different eflect of Span-
ish neutrality upon the Axis and themselves: for the Allies, it
meant the possibility of victory; for the Axls, the prouability
of defeat.

In any case, Spain had had her war, and now desper-
ately needed peace in which to bind her wounds, which were all
but fatal. There were 192 cities, towns, and villages in which
destruction exceeded 60 percent. These were ‘'adopted! by the
nation, and a Department of Devastated Regions was organized to
plan and supervise their restoration. Labor was found by allow-
ing prisoners of war and certain classes of convicts to cancel
two days of thelr imprisonment by one day of lauvor, in addition
to extra cancellations for good conduct, overtime, and outstand-
ing proficiency. To find building materlals, transport, and
construction machinery was not so easy., MHere, as in every other
field -- and they were many -- in which the nation depended upon
imports, Spain was hampered by the fact thot she was hampered by
the fac% thuat she was bullding in 2 world at war.

The devastated regions have ncw been repaired, as
have been the rmost vital bridges, roads, rallroads, and pullic
utilities., Desperately needed industries have been repaired or
crested, snd the nation's farms are ahle once more to sustain
her. These victories have been won by unremitting effort and
self-saorifice, and at the cost of the little fat remaining upon
the skeleton of Sranish economy. %There is a dire need of re-
equipnent and expansion, u#nd yet, the maximum output of existing
equipment is barely enourh to satisfy the requirements of a most
spartan life. Therefore no surplus for expansion exists.

Estimates of cepital needed to break the princlpal
bottlenecks of the Spanish economy range from <00 to 800 million
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U, S, dollars, to be expended over a reriod of several veers,
Spain's rescurces are great snd her record for fulfillment of
international obligations ls excellent, fThe "aticnalist Goverp-
tent has. reraid not only its own dedts, incurred during the civ-
il war, hut also those of the Rerublie, incurred prior to-1923c,

o llotwithstanding material wealness, Spain is one of
the world's Grect Fowers. -For. zreatness is not to be reckoned
in waterial terms alone, by Spain leest of all. %he great
achievenents of Spain have always been spiritunl, never material.
Srain's Golden Age stressed: spiritual values even in its meter-
ial conquest. oy thet. reason, Spain today is the spiritual cen-
ter of & great empire that inciudes all nations to whom she gave
her languape, her culture, and her faith.






