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Demonstrators marched down the streets Ybo
protest Franco’s bombing of Guernica in 1937.

continues seeking more stories and
artifacts. She organized community
meetings, sent out flyers and made
appointments at people’s homes. Ev-
ery few weeks, she continues to hold
informal meetings at the Centro
Asturiano, dogged in her pursuit of
small pieces of history.

“People were very skeptical at
first. As they heard about the project
they started to come to meetings.
They camewith friends, and brought
the photographs and momentos they
had carefully kept for 60 years. They
began to realize that this is not just
‘old stuff, this is their story.”
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“He [the Spanish Consul] usually did most of His business in the house .
on Columbus Drive. I can remember the room just like we're sitting here.
One whole wall was a map of Spain. With a small ladder to go up. And
that's where he kept track of the progress of the war. And 1 used to change
the flags back and forth and I'd always ask him, 'When are we going fo
win, Grandpa?’ and he would say, ‘Don’t worry, we are gonna win.’
Well, he died before the war ended, which is just as well, because it would
have crushed him to know that. He was so sure that there was going to be
victory.”

Gus R. Jimenez, talking about his grandfather Gustavo Jimenez, the
consul of the Spanish Republic in Tampa during the Spanish Civil War.

Madrid. July 18, 1936;

The opening shots of the second World War were fired in one of
Europe’s poorest countries. Spain, long governed by a wealthy
elite and its brutal military police, the infamous Guardia Civil,
grabbed its chance for democracy when the 7-year-old dictator-
ship of General Primo de Rivera collapsed. When elections were
held, the monarchist candidates were defeated at the polls. King
Alfonso XIII fled Spain for exile in Italy, and a new republic was
born on April 14, 1931.

But this fragile democracy would not last.

As the new government attempted to modernize Spain, class
contlict erupted. Efforts toward land reform, improved working
conditions, and a re-
duction of privileges
within the church and
the military were a
threat to powerful in-
terests. A military
coup was launched.
Thearmyrebellion led
by Franco and his Na-
tionalist movement at-
tempted to crush the
republican govern-
ment. Instead the

rebels faced armed re-

'Q sistance on the streets

- - of Barcelona and

City to Madrid. A civil war
had begun.

Franco persisted. Europe’s fascist dictators — Germany’s Hitler,
Italy’s Mussolini and Portugal’s Salazar — supported his rebel-
lion. The first airlift in modern war occurred when Nazi planes

Iie Perez, 5, front left, and her sister Grace
row right, raise their fists in support of Loyalist Spain.

transported Franco’s troops from
Morocco tobattlein Spain. Italy sent
airplanes, tanks, trucks and some
47,000 ground troops. Nazi planes
conducted the first saturation bomb-
ing of a defenseless civilian target
when they obliterated the town of
Guernica in April 1937.

“My father had a short-wave radio at
home. And every night of the week, he'd
sit by the radio and listen to the news
from Madrid. I think they used to start
the newscast by saying “ Aqui Madrid,”
and then they went into their news-
cast... It probably wasn't very long, 30
minutes or so. And they gave statistics
of how many people were injured and how many were killed from both
sides. And how many airplanes were shot down and that sort of thing.”

Angel Rafidn

i IR
Peluez, 7, second

People from all over the world came to the aid of Spain. Artists
like Pablo Picasso, Joan Miro, Ernest Hemingway, George Orwell
and Paul Robeson were in the forefront of this international out-
pouring of support. Volunteer brigades came from every corner of
the globe to defend Spain — 40,000 anti-fascists from 52 countries.
From the United States, 2,800 men volunteered as part of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. They were seamen and students, the
unemployed, miners, fur workers, lumberjacks, teachers, sales-
men, athletes, dancers and artists. The Lincolns established the
first racially integrated military unit in U.S. history and were the
first to be led by a black commander.

Franco had hoped to subdue Madrid and win the war in one
decisive maneuver, but the Spaniards and the international volun-
teers, shouting the battle cry “No Pasarén,” would not let them
pass.

“I remember the Spanish Civil War because there were a lot of protests
and demonstrations, and I was involved, as a child, dressing up in the
miliciano outfit. 1 was about 7 years old. And it was very emotional. I
loved it. We learned the song “No pasarén, and we'd sing it. Then we
would make these signs (raising the fist) and march, and it was a lot of fun.
1t was something really to look forward to.”

Grace L. Pelaez

Franco’s bloody civil war lasted three years and claimed a half-
million lives. His rebel forces overthrew the republic in 1939. The
Lincoln Brigade had lost nearly 750 men and sustained a casualty
rate higher than that suffered by Americans in World War II. Few
escaped injury. Throughout the struggle, the great powers of the
West stood silent, adhering to a policy of appeasement. Had the
West stood firm against fascism in Spain instead, the history of our
century might read differently.

“When the Civil War broke out, Pepe (Jose Garcia Granell) left, went to
New York, got in the Lincoln Brigade and went back to his old country. I
became aware of the civil war in Spain. When I heard that Pepe was leaving
..'se va pa Espafia.” (he's going to Spain). ‘What is he going to do in Spain?’
“There'sa conflictin Spain. A civilwar in Spain.’ That'swhen I learned about
that. Then, later on they learned that the youngest brother Oscar was also
involved, but with Franco. Pepe got my eyes open when I heard that he left
the United States to go to Spain and fight in the civil war.”






The Women’s Committee in-fl;onl of t é l;:bor Temple with General Philemore, general
inspector of the Spanish Red Cross, in 1938.
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“I remember seeing them (the demonstrators).'And they had little pins
with the Republican flag on them, and then there was a big drive when the
Fascists were trying to take Madrid, and they would have this song, that
all of them would sing in the Centro Obrero, in the streets, and every-
thing: "Pero a Madrid, pero a Madrid, no pasardn.’

Joaquin de la Liana

One of the most significant contributions of the Democratic
Popular Committee to Aid Spain was raising money and gathering
supplies for Loyalist Spain. It was particularly remarkable in light
of the community’s dire financial straits. By 1931, the Ybor cigar
workers had been crippled by automation, the increasing popular-
ity of cigarettes and the Great De-
pression. Butthe workers’ nickelsand
dimes added up to impressive resis-
tance. In a three-year period, Tampa
immigrants raised $9,000 to buy four
ambulances, rolled 6 million cigarettes
and packed thousands of Christmas
boxes that were shipped overseas to
support the freedom fighters. The lo-
cal women’s auxiliaries collected and
mended 20 tons of clothes and raised
enough money to buy several thou-
sand cans of milk that were sent to
Spain’s womenand children. The chil-
dren collected lead foil wrappers from
cigarette packs which were melted
down for metal sinkers and sold to
support the war effort. Altogether, $200,000 was raised and sent to
Spain, the equivalent of $1.57 million in today’s dollars.

"The kids all used to get together. We used to collect newspapers and we
used to collect the foil. And I understand that they made sinkers for
fishing and would sell them. And I had a friend that I think must have
stripped his mother’s lemon tree, because he was always selling lemons to
collect money.”

Amalia Owens

“We sold churros. Every Saturday you'd get anywhere from 10 to 15
woren making them. We used to go out with two baskets. I think they put
five in each little bag. And I had Seventh Avenue. And we used to yell
‘Churros!"We started early. And we stayed there until 9:30, until all the
stores closed.We sold churros from 22nd Street to Nebraska.

And very few people said no. We would get anywhere from a nickel to

The worker’s nickels and dimes added up to impressive
resistance. Tampa immigrants raised $9,000 to buy four
ambulances that were sent to Spain.

adollar. And it was not just Seventh Avenue and Ybor City. People used

to go to West Tampa and wherever they could sell it, they would sell it.

1 don't know what other part of Tampa they went to, but I know in Yhor

City and West Tampa, we churroed them out!”
Melba Pullara

“My mother was very active, mainly sewing and mendin g clothes that
had been donated to send to Spain. All this through the Labor Temple. All
this went to the Loyalists. My house had turned into a warehouse.
Everything was separated: children’s clothes, women’s clothes, men'’s
clothes and so on. And a lot of people would come over. Encarnacion
Rosete had the most. In fact, it was when her house overflowed that my
house became a warehouse. And people would go over there to pick up
items of clothing to mend. And also, if any of the clothes were soiled or
anything, they were all made presentable. And they were fixed at both
these houses. The people would take them and fix them, maybe wash them,
iron them, bring them back all folded and nice to be able to pack and send
away.”

Amelia Menendez

But not everyone in the community supported the republic. A
small minority supported Franco — notable among them were a
handful of members of the local Nationalist Club, some cigar
manufacturers and the Catholic Church.

“The Catholic church in Ybor City, one Sunday in August, announced
that the next Sunday there would be a special collection for the Red Cross
in Spain. Well, that was like a bomb had hit this community. Everybody
got so upset. The Red Cross meant Franco Spain, not the Red Cross as we
think of it, as an international organiza-
tion. So that Sunday, most of these people
did not let their children go to church.
Two weeks later we were supposed to go
to school. The greater part of the students
never returned. They went to public
school. My recollection is that there were
about 900 students in the school, and it
got down to about 90. There were 10
students in my class, in ninth grade, and
it came down to three. It was tremendous.
If it wasn’t the ratio that I remember, it
was somewhere close in there.”

Delia Sanchez

The Spanish Republic fell to Franco
in 1939, four months before Hitler
invaded Poland. The purple, red and gold flags of the Spanish
mutual aid societies were taken down, consigned to the attic and
the museum. The Spanish immigrants were in a quandary. They
could not take back the old flag. Gradually, throughout Ybor City
and West Tampa, the stars and stripes began to make an appearance.

“In a sense, that is when they cut links with Spain,” said Varela-
Lago, “and they became Americans.”

Madrid. November 10, 1996:

Some came in wheelchairs. Others used canes or walked slowly
into the Madrid Sports Palace. The old men were showered with
the best that Spain could offer—flamenco music, poems of Garcia
Lorca, and the old battle songs. They cried, saluted and raised
clenched fists before a cheering crowd of 10,000.

Fraser Ottanelli, USF professor of history, was there and wit-
nessed this moving memorial to unselfish idealism.






